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COA25-05        210 W Main St, Bradley United Methodist Church is proposing to install exterior 

landscaping, parking, and aesthetic building lighting. 

 

Exhibits: 

 

1. Vendor Proposal 

2. Current Conditions Picture 

 

Location and Surrounding Uses: 

 

North  TN Traditional Neighborhood & Historic District – Residential  

South  DT Downtown & Historic District – Parking Lot, Commercial, & Residential lots 

East  DT Downtown & Historic District – Commercial 

West    DT Downtown & Historic District – Parking Lot & Commercial 

 

             
Aerial Site Location                                                                            Zoning Site Location 

 

CURRENT CONDITIONS 

 

The primary building for this site is a historically iconic stone church with extensive architectural 

detailing and stained-glass windows.  The western portion of the site is a modern addition to the 

building which, though using similar stone and arched windows, does not exhibit the 

architectural styling or historic qualities of the primary portion of the building.  The site itself is an 

iconic feature of the Greenfield’s historic downtown, and one of the most visible structures along 

the highly traveled US 40 (Main St).  

 

Current Proposal 

 

The Petitioner proposes to have down-lights installed the west façade wall for the purposes of 

lighting the parking lot.  Landscaping and paths throughout the site will have ground-level 

lighting for aesthetic and path-lighting purposes.  The public-facing façades of the historic 

portion of the building will have up-lighting installed to highlight and call attention to the 

building’s aesthetic, historic, and iconic features. 

 

Historic Board – COA 

 

Per the Historic Preservation Code 155.10.F, “Certificates of appropriateness shall be granted if the 

Historic Board determines that the proposed action is not obviously incongruous with the historic district and 

shall not be granted if the proposed action is obviously incongruous with the historic district.  In determining 

whether a particular proposal is obviously incongruous with the historic district, the Historic Board shall take 
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into account the purposes of this chapter, the visual compatibility standards contained in this chapter, the 

historic and architectural significance of the structure and the effect of the proposed change in 

diminishing or enhancing the significance, the effect of the proposed change on the streetscape, the 

effect of the proposed change on surrounding structures, and the effect of the proposed change on the 

district as a whole.  The Historic Board shall act in a manner which preserves the visual aspects of the 

architectural and historic character of the district by assuring that obviously incongruous changes are not 

allowed.” 

 

This location is a highly visible location along the heavily traveled and famous US 40 (Main St).  

The building itself is one of the most historic and iconic stone structures within the city of 

Greenfield.  Proper use of up-lighting to call attention to this structure during dark hours only 

serves to enhance the historic and attractive qualities of Greenfield’s Downtown Historic District.  

The path-lighting as proposed will serve as mild accessory to this up-lighting, and function as a 

safety feature for those walking the paths and sidewalks surrounding the building.  The parking 

lot lighting on the west will need to be installed in such a way to ensure it is minimally impactful 

to surrounding properties via glare or similar nuisances.   

 

Staff is supportive of this proposal generally, but suggests the inclusion of a condition regarding 

the potential for glare and other negative impacts from the newly installed lighting.  Shielding, 

dimmers, and similar features are commercially available for this purpose.  Staff is willing to work 

with the Petitioner to ensure proper use of such features prevent negative impacts on 

neighboring properties. 

 

Staff Recommendation: Approve the COA request based on the submitted Vendor Proposal, 

subject to the findings in the staff report and the following conditions: 

 

1. Petitioner will work with Staff to ensure reasonable commercially available methods are 

used to prevent excessive glare or nuisances from the newly installed lighting. This 

includes but is not limited to: 

a. Positioning of any uplighting to ensure it terminates on the building and does not 

go above the roofline nor project onto adjacent properties. 

b. All lights not used for uplighting will be downlit/cutoff fixtures to not project light 

upward. 

c. Lighting will be warm in nature and not harsh white or blue LED shades.  

d. Wall-pack lights shall be cut off and directed downward so as to prevent spill 

over onto, or the creation of excessive glare as viewed from, neighboring 

properties. 






























